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The Busy Bee Hotel and Restaurant soon afier its construction around 1918 and before the opening of the Fruit Store. 


THOSE BUSY GREEKS and THE BUSY BEE 


The loss of some early 20th century East Washington Street buildings to fire earlier this year has prompted 
us to examine their history. The Busy Bee Hotel and Restaurant and the Fruit Store were built in boom 
times in downtown Suffolk. The railroads were moving the world. The business district had grown out 
East Washington Street toward the depots to meet the needs of those who traveled by rail, as well as those 
who were employed in that area of town. 

Nick Manos came to America from Mavromati in Northern Greece in 1909. His brother, Gus, joined 
him in 1912. Gus started in business with a red push-cart from which he sold fruit. Next he operated a little 
restaurant on the southern side of East Washington. Around 1918 the Manos brothers built the three-story 
Busy Bee Hotel and Restaurant at the northwest corner of Pinner and East Washington Streets. 

In the 20’s, 30’s, and 40’s this East Washington Street corridor was a vibrant area. J and E Auto, 
Volper’s Bicycle Shop, Starkey-Mathews and (Alfred) Russell’s Garage (later Suffolk Motor Co.) were 
here, as well as some wholesale grocery businesses such as B.L. Saunders and Nansemond Grocery. There 
were furniture stores and the very popular Berman’s Antiques. 

(Continued) 

Busy Bee was an apt name for a business operated by such industrious people. The Greek community 

grew in Suffolk until there were Greek owned establishments — particularly restaurants and cafes in all 


parts of the business district. The Puritan on Main Street operated by Nick Manos (later known as The Ritz and 
operated by James Asimos) and the Crystal on West Washington operated by Paul Thanos (at one time in partner- 
_ with ee Manos and John sabi were two of the best known. The Suffolk Lunch Room, Bill’s 
Luncheonette, the Nansemond Cafe (in the 
Nansemond Hotel which stood on the cor- 
ner of W, Washington and Saratoga Streets 
now the site of NationsBank), and the Elite 
Lunch were some of the other Greek owned 
eateries in town. Some families simplified 
their Greek names when they came to 
America (i.e., Diamandis became the Dia- 
monds). Here are some of the other names 
from the old Greek community in Suffolk 
(some Americanized): Constant, Thanos, 
Dakos, Kandarakis, Ficare, Papus, Lawyer, 
Kulukas, Elite, Gatos, Javaris, Asimos and, 
of course, the Manos brothers, with whom 
we started. 





The Crystal Restaurant 
Gus Manos (front) and Paul Thanos (rear) operated the Crystal 
together during the Depression. George Manos had a shoe repair shop © 
next door. Eventually the shoe repair shop closed and the Crystal was 
enlarged (See the Fireman’s Parade picture i in this issue. ) E ventually 
Thanos was the sole proprietor. — 


Many marriages occurred among these Greek families and many 
of the families attended St. Paul’s Episcopal Church because the 
nearest Greek Orthodox Church was in Norfolk. In 1921, when 
Gus Manos married Katina Diamandis, whose family had settled 
in Norfolk, the political situation in Greece and their political af- 
filiation prevented their being married in the Greek Orthodox 
Church in Norfolk. The priest came to Suffolk, however, and per- 
formed the ceremony at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. 


They purchased a house behind the Busy Bee and there they 
reared their children, Mary and Nick. Mary Manos Damiani’s most 
vivid memories of the business are of the Fruit Store at Christmas. 
The store was decorated with red and green crepe paper streamers. 
In those days, when exotic fruits were not so easily found, the fruit 
stand offered in and out of season fruits from far away places apri- 
cots, figs, pomegranates, plums, pineapples, all kinds of grapes, 
the usual apples and oranges, great stalks of bananas and all kinds 
of nuts. Colorful Christmas candy was sold there as well. The 
Fruit Store sold hot dogs (very good hot dogs) with chili made 
from a secret recipe. 





Katina Diamandis became the bride of Gus 
Manos in November of 1921 in a ceremony at St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church. 
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Next door at the Busy Bee, 
newspaper boys might stop in 
for coffee before picking up 
their papers at an office around 
the corner on Pinner Street. 
Men meeting the early train 
would be there as well. Fac- 
tory workers would soon be in 
for lunch, as weuld people in 
the surrounding businesses. It 
was open around the clock and 
couples would arrive in the 
wee hours and have breakfast 
after attending dances in town. 
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Inside the Busy Bee 





Bag from the Fruit Store 


Over time things change. Passenger trains were used less and less in the years after World War II as the 
automobile was available to more people and roads improved. Businesses in the neighborhood moved or closed 
and the family closed the Busy Bee in 1958 after the death of Gus Manos. Eventually the Busy Bee and the Fruit 
Store were operated by other people. The neighborhood and the clientele changed over the years, too. In May of 
this year, it all came to an end when an electrical shortage started the fire that destroyed four store fronts at that 
location. A lot of Suffolk people still have memories of a bustling corner that was such a rich part of Suffolk life 
for so many years. 


Thanks to Mary Manos Damiani 


IN THE OLD VILLAGE OF CHUCKATUCK 


The village of Chuckatuck is one 
of the oldest settlements in Nansemond 
County. Established at the head of 
navigation on Chuckatuck Creek, it lies 
at the intersection of the old King’s 
Highway and the Smithfield Road. 
Modern travelers feel a close tie to the 
past in the presence of so many late 
18th and early 19th century buildings. 
One is drawn under the spell of the 
friendly village with the big trees and 
picturesque old homes. 

Two of the most visible structures 
in the village are the old Spady house 
and Gwaliney’s Store, both found at the 
intersection of Kings Highway and the 
Smithfield Road (now Godwin Bou- 
levard). Another very fine building, 
the Pitt house, stood on the third cor- 
ner. It was removed several years ago, 
reportedly by preservationists who reconstructed it elsewhere in Virginia. 

The Gwaltney store building was constructed as a residence between 1810 and 1840* and converted to a store 
later in the 19th century. The two and a half story Federal style house appears to have faced King’s Highway 
originally and the outline of the front door can be seen today. The top floor has a particularly handsome fan 
window on the end wall. 

The history of the house is not complete. The house was owned once by George Britton and reportedly Mrs. 
Britton operated an inn there and served food. There was said to have been a tavern in the basement. The late 
Mildred Godwin Knight knew it as Judge Pinner’s Store and remembered the men in the village gathering there to 
play checkers and setback. In the early 20th century, the house was bought by Elton E. and Blanche Pop Jones. 
The Joneses lived over the store and moved the post office there. Mr. Jones was postmaster until he died, at which 
time his wife became postmistress. 

In December of 1929, the house-turned-store was Se by Lafayette Gwaltney, whose son, G.L. (Spunk) 

4 Gwaltney, III, still operates a store there today. At some 
point the first floor was opened to make one big room 
and the floor was dropped several feet into the basement 
to make higher ceilings on the first floor. Large display 
windows were installed on the Smithfield Road side and 
there were gas pumps on that side just outside the door. 
Mr. Gwaltney reports that at the repeal of Prohibition, 
Gwaltney’s store was granted the first license for selling 
beer in Nansemond County. 

Across the street stands the old Spady house. This 
vernacular Federal-style house, thought to have been built 
between 1820 and 1840*, has two stories above a raised 
= . —— basement and is topped with a low-sloped roof. The wood 

Gwaltney’ 5 Store in 1981 shingles that covered virtually every Nansemond County 
roof in the early 19th century are visible today.. 
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While its complete history is unknown, it is known that Dr. Robert 
Tynes owned the twenty-five acre farm and house until 1898 when it 
became the property of Lula Crumpler Pitt (Frank Spady’s grandmother), 
who took in boarders and travelers. She transferred the title of the 
house to her brother, Matthew Crumpler, soon after the purchase. He 
left the house to Frank A. Spady, Sr., who was married to Lula Pitt’s 
daughter, Maggie Pitt Spady. The house was occupied by the family 
until 1981. The house is now owned by Frank Spady, Sr.’s grandson, 
Ronald Kelly. 


*NOTE: 
These dates are provided by the Virginia Department of Historic Resources 


Thanks to Lynn Rose, C.L. Gwaltney, III and Ronald Kelly 





The Doctor Is In 


It is not known whether 
Dr. Robert Tynes, who 
once owned the Spady 
House, was a practicing 
physician. It is know, 
however, that Chuckatuck 
has almost always had a 
doctor. During most of the 
first half of this century the 
doctor was a Chuckatuck 


wa native, L. L. Eley (1871- 
The Spady House ] 954). 





: Dr. Eley’s office 1920's. The home, still occu- 
pied by his family, is not visible here. 


Dr. Eley practiced medicine in Crittenden frorh the 1890’s until 1921 when he moved with his family to the 
(rebuilt) family home in Chuckatuck. (The original was destroyed by fire in 1916.) Located three doors south of 
Gwaltney’s Store on the Suffolk to Smithfield road, the site of the family home was a convenient one for an office. 
Dr. Eley had a two-room office constructed in the front yard near the road. With time, getting from house to office 
became more difficult for the doctor, so the family had the office moved several yards 
back from the road to a spot beside the house. In his last years, he saw patients in the 
parlor of the house. 

The physician made thousands of house calls and, two years before his death, he esti- 
mated that he had delivered 1,800 babies. Dr. Eley died at the age of 83, seeing patients 
until the last week of his life. After his death, the office was given away and moved off the 
property. (We are grateful to Eugenia Eley Stroupe, who has given a fainting couch from 
her father’s office to SNHS.) 

For the record, Chuckatuck still has a doctor. Dr. Phillip Thomas has practiced medi- 
cine in Chuckatuck since the 1950’s and continues today. 


Thanks to Eugenia Eley Stroupe and Lynn Kirk Rose. “ < 





FIREMAN’S PARADE c. 1930 


Ella Mary Cross provided this picture ofa pa- Bae? $3 )u<*. ~~ “wg | 
rade of fire departments that had come to Suffolk & Ts 
for a convention c. 1930. As the spectators are 
dressed for hot weather one wonders whether the 
bunting was hung for the convention or whether it 
happened to be the Fourth of July. The view is, of 
course, from Main Street looking up West Washing- 
ton to Saratoga Street. 

I.O. Hill Co. can be seen at the far end of the 
block. Mr. Hill, a Gates County, N.C. native, opened 
a furniture store in Suffolk in 1891 and soon opened 
a funeral parlor as well. He purchased this building 
in 1902 to house both businesses. In 1936 he moved 
the undertaking business to the house it presently 
occupies at 447 West Washington Street. The cur- 
rent Morgan Library building was the last I.0. Hill 


Furniture Store building. (See our Busy Bee article) 


ASQ. 
S. O. S. UPDATE 


You will not believe what has happened!!! We have received a letter from the Department of Transportation 
(Bernard Campbell), giving us authority to advertise for a contractor. This is the letter we have been waiting for 
months to receive. 

Invitation to Bid has been issued. Due to ISTEA Grant restrictions, this has to be out for a minimum of 21 
working days. Bids are due in July 28, 1999 at 2:00 p.m. Bids will be opened and read July 29, 1999. After we 
send our recommendation to hire a contractor to VDOT in Richmond, the contractor has to be approved by The 
Commonwealth Transportation Board. Their next meeting is August 19, 1999. If the contractor is approved at that 
meeting, work will begin right away. By: Everett Birdsong 





A Fond Farewell Train Museum in the Works 

£€ a Jim McLemore is working with Norm Garner on the scale 
models for the train layout planned for the museum that is to 
be in the CSX station. They want this to be as accurate as 
possible, and Jim is doing research as time permits. 

The area shown will be from the wharf to the factory dis- 
trict with some Main Street landmarks (like the station) on the 
side. Jim is seeking information on businesses at the wharf in 
the late 19th and early 20th centuries. If you have information 
or pictures, please call Jim at 539-4400 (office) or 539-4509 
(home). 

Looking for pictures of the following (as well as any others 











This picture was taken on October 6, 1942, at the ‘ 
Main Street (CSX) depot. The newly married Mr, YOU might know of): 

And Mrs. J.S. Rollings, Jr., were about to depart for ° Old Dominion Steamship Company = * N.G. Norfleet property 
Camp Wheeler in Macon, Georgia. Seeing them off ° Businesses owned by W.L. Daughtry * Jackson and Co. railroad 


were Mr. Rollings’ father, J.S. Rollings, Sr.,and his ° A railroad passenger station * W.R. Frazier property 
uncle Dudley Rollings. Beautiful old Cedar HillCem- —* Suffolk Lumber Company ¢ Elam Bros. Property 
etery is visible in the background. ¢ John P. Johnson’s property ¢ Robert Lassiter property 
Thanks to Viola Rawls Rollings (the bride) : : e Stewart and Riddick property 
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Notes from the President 


Iam sorry this newsletter is late arriving. Each summer we are challenged to write the 
articles, edit and rush to the printer before Betsy and I head off for the beach. Needless to 
Say we were so busy with other things that the newsletter has had to take a back-seat. I 
used to be able to leave Suffolk in July and also leave my responsibilities behind, but this 
year has been especially difficult. 

So many of us have continued to work with the City staff on projects that are ongoing. 
It has been very exciting to see plans for Suffolk High School unfold. The task force has 
worked closely with the architects, Tymoff and Moss, to create a space within the build- 
ing that can be used for offices, large receptions and banquets, concerts and entertain- 
ment, museum space, and space for artists to work and display their creations. The out- 
side of the building will remain the same with necessary repairs being made. Citizens 
will have a fine arts center to be proud of, and Suffolk High School will once again be 
filled with people and lots of various activities. The committee will present their ideas to 
City Council soon, and we certainly hope they will approve the plan. 

Our property company, Preservation of Historic Suffolk, Inc., has actually bought and 
begun the process of marketing two homes on Main Street. We were overwhelmed with 
inquires when a recent article appeared in the newspaper. If this is any indication of 
interest, we will be able to sell these two houses and move on to another rather quickly. 
Our group spent years studying the ideas for creating this property company, and we now 
have restrictions and covenants that will convey with each property. There will also be a 
renovation agreement, which specifies the time period in which stages of the restoration/ 
renovation should be completed. Suffolk is full of wonderful old houses that need to be 
saved. It is unfortunate that some of our citizens do not understand the treasures that we 
have here. So many of our large, beautiful homes are still being bought and turned into 
multi-family apartments which in many cases seems to lead to immediate downfall of the 
property and then the neighborhood. 

The train station committee has worked diligently and patiently to bring this project to 
completion. Everett Birdsong has never failed in his effort to complete all required pa- 
perwork and continues to lead the committee in a positive and productive manner. With 
the final written approval in hand, the construction bids will soon be done and work will 
begin! 

Many of us have closely followed the work of the City as the staff tries to educate the 
public on the meaning of the Unified Development Ordinance. They have sincerely tried 
to make the necessary changes and create a zoning plan that will protect us for decades. 
Change is always difficult at first and is not always good, but in this case I hope that the 
citizens of Suffolk can realize the importance of helping our City develop with a vision 
and plan that will prove successful in the long run. We are living in Suffolk at a very 
interesting time. Those of us who grew up here have seen the decline and now hope that 
the future will bring us good things economically and visually. As Mayor Riley told us, 
“It doesn’t have to be ugly”. If the face-lift on the downtown area is any indication of 
what we can achieve, let us continue to support the city’s efforts to make things better. 
We all sometimes have to put aside our own self-interest for the good of the community. 

I hope that the last few months of 1999 will continue to see the Suffolk-Nansemond 
Historical Society actively involved in making our community a better place to live. We 
face new challenges every day and as always appreciate the support of our membership. 


WE NEED YOUR HELP! 


_ WE ARE STARTING — 
_  TOCOMPILEALIST 
_ PLEASE CONTACT BETSY _ 
IF YOU HAVE ACCESS TO 



















— 
7) 30-4210. °° Peanut Bowl Princess 
aan Barbara Norfleet McPhail 
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SNHS Officers 
1998 - 2000 


President 
Barbara McPhail 
539-1131 


lst Vice-President 
Wendy Hill 
934-1248 


2nd Vice-President 
Linda Ferguson 
539-4797 


Historian 
Sue Woodward 
539-3055 


Corresponding Secretary 
Mary Lawrence Harrell 
539-4796 


Recording Secretary 
Linda Consolvo 
539-4244 


Treasurer — 
Sylvia Pond 
539-2131 


Assistant Treasurer 
Myrtle Ann Mountcastle 
539-2583 


Past President 
Betsy Brothers 
539-6312 


Preservation of 
Historic Suffolk Board 


President: Barbara McPhail 
Betsy Brothers 
George Consolvo 
Nancy Dempsey 
Jim Moore 
Pret Pretlow 
Sue Woodward 


DIAMONDS IN THE ROUGH 











The Ann Browne House in the 1960's. 


Situated in the center of the North 
Main Street corridor of the Suffolk 
Historic District are two long-ne- 
glected jewels! The Ann Browne 
House, 342 N. Main Street and the 
Epps House, 346 N. Main Street, 
both built around 1830 with many 
similarities, are distinctively charm- 
ing. Each wood frame house is two- 
and-a-half stories and has a side hall 
entry foyer with four rooms on the 
first floor and three on the second 
floor. 

The Ann Browne House, built in 
the vernacular Federal Style by 
Kedar Cherry, features a wide four 
bay front and a gable roof with den- 
til cornice. Constructed with heart 
pine and wooden pegs, it has been 
altered very little over the years. 
There are four fireplaces and wide 
plank heart pine floors. In addition 
to approximately 2100 square feet, 
there is a third floor, an enclosed rear 
porch and an old wooden out build- 
ing. The lot size is 43.04' x 121.1". 
This house was sold to Mrs. Ann 
Riddick Browne in 1856 and she is 
believed to have resided there the 
longest, thus the name. This home 
is offered at $36,000. 

Sheriff Hamlin Lee Epps owned 
his town home from 1827 to 1851. 
With his primary residence in the 
country, this home allowed for more 
immediate access to his duties as 
sheriff. The Cowper family owned 


the home through the War Between 
the States. Narcissus Cowper be- 
came Suffolk’s first Postmistress 
following the death of her husband. 
In the late 1800’s the Epps house en- 
dured extensive renovations and 
therefore lacks many of its original 
characteristics. A vernacular 
Italianate with cross gable roof and 
bracketed cornice, it is noted for its 
very long - almost floor to ceiling 
windows. This house has approxi- 
mately 1,875 sq. feet plus an attic 
and two out buildings. The lot is 
32.9' x 144.9". This property is of- 
fered at $34,000. 

Both of the houses are in need of 
total renovation but believed to be 
structurally sound. They have been 
inspected recently and are free from 
termites and moisture damage to the 
foundation. The most immediate 
needs are roof repairs and/or re- 
placement to prevent further water 
damage and work to bring the cur- 
rent electrical system up to code. 
The roofs are tin with one section 
on the Epps house being slate. Nei- 
ther house has heating or air condi- 
tioning. 

Several financial institutions 
have indicated an interest in work- 
ing with prospective buyers to pro- 
vide funds for the purchase and re- 
habilitation of the properties. The 
Bank of Suffolk and several mort- 
gage companies specializing in the 
FHA 203K (a rehabilitation pro- 
gram) would be good sources of 
funds. 

Sales will be subject to protec- 
tive covenants to ensure that the re- 
habilitation is done in an appropri- 
ate manner to preserve the histori- 
cal significance of the houses. 

These buildings are the first of- 
ferings from the Preservation of His- 
toric Suffolk, Inc. It is an exciting 
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initial project that is very timely with 
the imminent renovation of the old 
train station. 

Following an article addressing 
this project in the Virginia Pilot, 
there has been a great deal of inter- 
est from residents throughout 
Hampton Roads. These houses have 
been shown to approximately 20 
people with many more calls. Offer 
packages are available to those who 
wish to purchase one or both of the 
buildings. In the event Preservation 
Historic Suffolk receives multiple 
offers, the members will review the 
offers to select those that would be 
in the best interest of historic Suf- 
folk. 

These properties are a valuable 
asset to the endeavors to preserve 
old homes in Suffolk. They are lo- 
cated in the National Register of 
Historic Places district and, as such, 
offer many tax advantages to the 
homeowner. With some “spit and 
shine”, these gems, in their unique 
setting, will be a shining example 
of the Main Street corridor that was 
a friendly, bustling neighborhood in 
19th Century Suffolk. 

Nancy Dempsey, Preservation of 
Historic Suffolk, Inc. Board Mem- 
ber/Realtor 





The Hamblin Epps House today. 


TRAIN STATION NEWS FLASH 
8.0.8. 8.0.8. 8.0.8. 8.0.8. 8.0.8. 8.0.8. 


On Thursday, July 28, 1999, four contractor bids were opened with respect to the restoration of the train station. 
The bids ranged from a high of $692,600 to a low of $520,552. Monies have already been expended for detailed 
architectural design work. Available grant funds approximate $240,000. Consequently, an additional $280,000 is 
needed to enter into a construction contract unless negotiations with the low bidder result in a substantial reduction 
of the contract price. 

In order to restore the train station, additional funds are needed immediately. Please consider sending a tax- 
deductible donation to the Historical Society at P.O. Box 1255, Suffolk, VA 23439-1255. These funds are needed 
to ensure VDOT approval of the construction contract award on August 19, 1999. We have reached a crucial time 
in determining the future of our city. 

Please also support our upcoming fundraisers. 


UPCOMING FUNDRAISING EVENTS 


OCTOBER 23 NOVEMBER 9 DECEMBER 4 & 5 
Heirloom Treasures Sale Book Signing Candlelight Tour 
ALBA, ARLBAn ALBEE. 


Heirloom Treasures Sale 
Brown-Epps Houses 


OCTOBER 23,1999 from 9:00 A.M. until 4:00 P.M. 
Sponsored by 


Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society / Preservation of Historic Suffolk, Inc. 





Donations of items of “Historic” interest needed for sale. Please deliver items to the Browne house at 342 N. Main 
Street (beside train station) from 9:00 A.M. until Noon on October 16, 1999. For those unable to deliver, pick up 
can be arranged. Item will be priced for sale or to be used in a Silent Auction. Furniture, jewelry, linens, china and 
bric-a-brac are items needed for the sale. ‘ 

Pickles, jams, jellies and other homemade items would be greatly appreciated as well. These items should be 
priced and brought to the house by 9:00 a.m. on the day of the sale. 


VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO WORK THE DAY OF THE SALE. 
Call Barbara McPhail at 539-1131. 


ALL PROCEEDS WILL BE USED FOR SAVE OUR STATION. 
, The Suffoik-Nansemond Historical Society ‘* 
Invites you to attend : 

A Morning With Libby Oliver 
“Former Flower Lady of Williamsburg” 


Tuesday, November 9, 1999 
10:00 a.m. 
Suffolk Christian Church 


I GPE? GOP 


Libby has written two new books, Williamsburg Christmas and a book on conditioning, Flowers Are Almost Forever. 
She will give a talk and demonstration, followed by a coffee and book sale and signing. (More details later.) 
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Annual Meeting 
Monday, October 11, 1999 


The architects for Suffolk High School will present their plans for the renovation of the 
building. You will be excited by what they have done. Detailed drawings and a model 
will be used for the program. Please mark your calendar and plan to bring anyone 
interested in helping this project take off. 


You will receive a notice of time and place in the near future. 


Reader Requests 


Oliver Cemetery 

I’m writing on behalf of my family in the hope that someone who reads this letter will have some information 
on two of our family members that have been deceased since 1913. Their names are Matthew Edward Oliver 
and his wife Georgianna Mumford. Matthew Oliver enlisted as a Confederate soldier May 23, 1862. He was 
| a private in Company B and a farmer at Magnolia in Nansemond County, Virginia. He and Georgianna at- 

tended Bethlehem Methodist Church and had six children. Most of them were buried in Edar Hill Cemetery in 
Suffolk, Virginia. Matthew Oliver was born in 1834 and when he died he requested that he be buried near his 
home in Savage Cemetery on Va. Route 337, which is called Nansemond Parkway today. His remaining 
grandchildren are now in their 80’s and remember visiting their grandparents’ graves next to the road in front of | 
| where Mack Benn, Jr. Elementary School now sits. Unfortunately, having researched deeds for the property, I 
| have come up with nothing to tie the property to the Savage Cemetery. Books have been written on Confeder- | 
| ate soldiers and some mention the name of Matthew Oliver and they all state his grave is unmarked. If anyone | 

has any information that proves the location of this cemetery, please contact Mrs. Jones at (757)485-5838. 


Duke Family 
| Still seeking information about the Duke name in early Nansemond County. Please write to Mr. C. Fred Duke, 
| 5903 Tidewood Avenue, Sarasota, FL 34231 


Benton Family 


I am currently researching the Benton family in 1642-1700, more specifically John, Francis, Samuel and 
Epaphroditus Benton. Clarine Benton, Whiteside, Box 540, Nocona, TX 76255. 
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SUFFOLK’'S HISTORIC LANDMARKS 
These buildings and areas are listed in the Virginia Landmarks Register and the National! Register of 
Historic Places.* 
e St. John's Church 
e Glebe Church 
e Riddick House 
° 216 Bank Street 
¢ Downtown Historic District 
e Phoenix Bank of Nansemond 
° Godwin-Knight Home 
° Chuckatuck Historic District 
e Driver Historic District 
¢ Holland Historic District 
¢ Whaleyville Historic District 
e Phillips Farm 
¢ Dumpling Island Archaeological Site 
* The Professional Building on Main Street has been added 
to the Virginia register and is likely to soon be added to the 
National register. 


State Tax Credits 


Gov. Gilmore signed into law recently legislation that ex- 
pands the state tax credit program for historic rehab projects, 
giving businesses added investment flexibility. This legisla- 
tion provides a powertul tool for private preservation and reuse 
of Va.'s landmarks. It offers investors a 20% credit for eligible 
rehabilitation expenses for 1999 and 25% in 2000 and years 
following. State tax credits can be coupled with other incen- | 
tives such as low-cost housing and enterprise zones credits, as 
well as the federal credits for historic rehabilitations. For more , 
info call John Wells, Va. Dept. Historic Resources at 804-367- 

2323; ext, 110. 





PEE ASSOLE, ASQ. 


The Garden Club of Virginia 
63rd Annual Rose Show 







The Nansemond River Garden Club invites you to attend this 
exciting show of horticulture and artistic arranging. Rosar- 
ians and garden club members throughout Virginia will be 
exhibiting. 


Nansemond-Suffolk Academy 
Friday, September 24 - 2:30 to 8:00 p.m. 
Saturday, September 25 - 10:06 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Free and open to the public 


* * 





1] 


got tye, 





This picture is of the Square at Main and Washington Streets c. 1930. (Picture: Kermit Hobbs, Jr) 
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The Phillips Farm 12 


